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   414-459-9375



Beer, Music and Historic Homes

Welcome to our 29th Tour of  Homes
At the turn of  the last century, Historic 
Concordia was the place to live if  you were a 
beer baron or baron want-to-be. This year’s 
home tour features their most prominent 
houses, including both Frederick, Jr and Gustav 
Pabst mansions. John Eastberg, historian and 
Pabst Mansion executive director will kick 
us off  with a presentation bringing that era 
to life. Beer tastings will feature offerings of  
Milwaukee’s current brewing elite, from mega 
to micro. And that’s just the start. Come to see 
incredible completed restorations and works in 
progress. Talk with the people who are doing 
that work and/or have the privilege of  living 
in that heritage. And see some of  Milwaukee’s 
rebirth and future heritage, such as the exciting 
New State project, born of  the historic State 
Street Theater and bring a new center for art 
and performance to the near west side.

The primary focus of  Historic Concordia 
Neighbors, Inc. is promoting the neighborhood 
through historic preservation.  Since the early 
1990s, Historic Concordia Neighbors has played 
an integral part in the area’s ongoing revival.  
We are a nonprofit, volunteer-driven group 
consisting of  homeowners, renters, churches 
and other nonprofit groups with an interest 
in the long-term health and growth of  the 
neighborhood.

Proceeds from our Home Tour support our 
mission to promote the Concordia neighborhood 
through historic preservation, community 
involvement and neighborhood pride.  

Schedule  of  Events

Greater Utopian Church:

9:30 am    Ticket Sales begin
    Silent Auction opens
    Cake & Pie Social opens
    (beverage & home baked 
    goodies for sales)

10:00 – 10:30 am  John Eastberg, historian  
    of  the Pabst Mansion,   
    Presentation about 
    Beer Barons and Historic  
    Concordia

12:45 – 2:45 pm   Music by Julie Anne   
    Lovely Thompson

3:30 pm    Silent Auction closes   
    (auction winners may 
    pick up items or arrange  
    for later pickup)

4:00 pm    Tour ends

Around the Neighborhood:

10:00 am – 4:00 pm:  Homes open for tour

Pocket Park: 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm  Live Screen Painting
    Photo Booth
    Face Painting
    (and more)

11:00 am - 1215 pm   DJ
12:15 -- 12:25 pm  Intro 
12:30 -- 1:00 pm  Trinity G Performance
1:15 -- 1:45 pm   Golden Grenades 
    Performance
2:00 -- 2:30 pm    O.B.E (Water.Lo & Cam  
    Sky) Performance
2:45 -- 3:15 pm   TBD Performance/DJ 
3:30 -- 4:00 pm   Shaddye 
    Performance

Manegold Mansion:
10:00 am – 4:00 pm  Beer Tasting
    Brats and hotdogs for sale

11:00 am – 1:00 pm  Music by the Nightinjails
    selected homes, as
    indicated on the home’s
    page in the brochure

 



Tour Start # 1
Greater Utopian Pentecostal Church

2925 West State Street
Built in 1950 in the Neogothic Revival style, the church was 
designed by M. D. Hetherington (possibly an architect from 
Chicago).  The Greater Utopian congregation dedicated the 
building as its new home in 1978.  In 2012 the congregation 
celebrated 60 years in ministry.  Its founders were Drs. Joe 
L. and Lucy B. Hughes. The church community, in heartfelt 
gratitude, recognized the Hughes with honorary street 
signs on State Street at 31st for Dr. Lucy Hughes and at 
29th for Dr. Joe L. Hughes.

This is a vital congregation that is making a difference in 
the community as part of  their faith ministry.  Historic 
Concordia Neighbors thanks the church for opening their 
doors and hosting our tour activities including the bake 
sale, silent auction and John Eastberg lecture (10am).

Events:

10:00 – 10:30 am John Eastberg, historian of  the  
   Pabst Mansion, Presentation about 
   Beer Barons and Historic Concordia

12:45 – 2:45 pm Music by Julie Anne Lovely   
   Thompson

3:30 pm  Silent Auction closes (auction 
   winners may pick up items or
   arrange for later pickup)

#2
 Tower House

Andrew Larsen & Jason Tetzlaff
3011 West State Street

Within the neighborhood, we call this the Tower House, 
and an image of  this distinctive home has been the logo 
for Historic Concordia Neighbors for years.

Built of  cream city brick on an acre of  land, this is 
believed to be the oldest house in the neighborhood, and 
one of  the oldest houses in the city of  Milwaukee.  It 
was the residence of  Dr. Robert Fairies, the first dentist 
to open a practice in Milwaukee, from 1850-1854.  Some 
historians believe that the original structure may have 
been a farmhouse which Dr. Fairies remodeled into this 
structure.  During that remodeling, he may have added 
the flat roof  to use as an observation deck to pursue his 
interest in astronomy (he constructed the first telescope 
in the state).  The house was sold to Sidney Rood, a 
bookstore and bindery owner, sometime around 1854.  
Rood sold in 1863 to Philetus Yale, a tailor and clothier.  
Yale may have been responsible for the changes to the 
house which resulted in its current distinctive exterior 
including the tower, Mansard-like roof, dormers, 
and the west wing.  There was also a south wing, of  
approximately 2400 square feet, which was demolished 
sometime in the late 1920s by Yale’s descendants.

The home has undergone several reincarnations in 
its lifetime.  From a family home until 1947, to offices 
for the Milwaukee Bible Institute (1947 to 1960), then 
offices of  Concordia College (1960 to 1987), and then 
law offices.  It became a single-family dwelling again in 
the 1990s.

The current owners acquired this neighborhood 
landmark in 2016 and are in the midst of  exterior 
renovations, which include plans to improve the 
landscaping, remove the raised bed from the north and 
east sides of  the house, and put in vegetable gardens in 
the rear of  the property.



 #3
  Ernst Pommer House

Janet Mathews
3033 West Kilbourn Avenue

The Ernst Pommer House, built in 1895, is located in a 
neighborhood that was once home to many prosperous 
German-Americans. The architects, Herman P. 
Schnetzky and Eugene Leibert, produced many notable 
commercial and residential buildings during their five-
year partnership from 1891 to 1896. The Germania 
Building, 135 West Wells Street, is their best-known 
building.

Although many homes in the west side area were 
designed in the German Renaissance style of  the 15th 
and 16th centuries, Schnetzky and Liebert incorporated 
the light, curving lines of  the 18th century German 
mansions and castles into their designs. This style is 
usually referred to as Baroque Revival.

Ernst Pommer was a prosperous German-American 
who ran a wholesale wine business from a shop on 
what is now Plankinton Avenue. Although prohibition 
brought an end to his business, he and his family lived 
in the home until 1922. After 1922, the structure went 
through several incarnations including a rooming house, 
a social service agency, a convent, and then divided into 
eleven small apartments and single room dwellings. 
During the mid-1980s, Concordia College purchased the 
Pommer House along with many other properties on the 
near west side with the intent to expand their campus. 
Instead, the College vacated the area and the structure 
was left vacant until it was eventually sold to the West 
Side Neighborhood Conservation Group who restored 
this home and several others in the neighborhood.

Many of  the home’s original features remain. The first 
floor of  the home is open for the tour.

Source: Historical information about the Pommer House 
is from Milwaukee: Ethnic Houses Tour, published by the 
City of  Milwaukee Department of  City Development.

#4
John & Sally Wiberg

  946 North 31st Street
Philitus Yale built this Queen Anne home in 1892 for 
$4,000. The first resident of  the house was Edward 
McClintock, an agent with the Western Transit and 
Express Company. The McClintock family lived in the 
house from 1893 until 1912.

The next owner, William Lane, was the secretary-
treasurer of  the B.J. Johnson Soap Company, which 
became the Palmolive Company, and after a merger, 
Colgate-Palmolive. Lane lived in the house from 1912 
until his death in 1935.  His widow, Mary, continued 
living here until 1950.

From the 1950s through the early 1970s, the house was 
a six-unit rooming house and was used as a woman’s 
dormitory the year that Concordia College became a 
co-educational institution. At some point Concordia 
College converted it back to a single family home and 
rented it to college staff. The house was abandoned 
for two years after Concordia moved to Mequon in the 
early 1980s. West Side Conservation Corp. acquired and 
rehabbed it in 1984 along with five other houses on this 
block.

John and Sally Wiberg, the current owners, bought the 
home from West Side in 1985. In the ensuing years, 
they have further restored the house with projects such 
as refinishing the staircase, installing refurbished gas 
fixtures in the living and dining rooms, and installing a 
tin ceiling in the kitchen.
The two sunrooms, on the first and second floors, are 
John’s and Sally’s favorite feature. Originally porches, 
they were incorporated into the house at some point. 
The first floor sunroom has a quarry tile floor.



#5
Willis S.Johnson House
2833 West State Street

For Sale by City to Owner Occupant
Only Open 11am – 2pm

Another Ferry & Clas designed home on tour today is 
this shingled Queen Anne house built in 1890 for Willis 
S. Johnson.  Johnson was a chief  clerk at the American 
Express Company, which during that time period was 
located in the 500 block of  North Fourth and Fifth 
Streets.

Major exterior repairs in 2017 include new roof, gutters, 
trim and siding repair, chimney rebuild and front porch 
repair.

#6
The New State

2612 West State Street

The State Street Theater was built in 1913 as a Warner 
silent movie theater. Best known as the Electric Ballroom, 
and The Palms in the 1970’s and 80’s the building has 
deep roots in Milwaukee’s arts and performance history.  
In its’ heyday, up and coming acts such as U2, The Police, 
AC/DC, Talking Heads, Tom Petty and many others 
performed at the Theater as a vital stop in their early 
touring careers.  Prior to that, it was a dance hall called 
the Friendship Club where locals could dance to the 
sounds of  big band music. The building has now been 
vacant for over two decades, and much has changed in 
Milwaukee since then. 

In 2017 the building had a devastating fire that almost 
sealed its’ fate as another great building demolished in the 
city, however this one is being saved.  It will be known as 
The New State, and it will be a hub for music once again.  
This time it will house performance space, recording 
studios, a record label, vendor space, and practice rooms 
as well as a non-profit group to train young people to be 
successful in the music industry. It is an exciting project! 
This is a sneak peak of  the building prior to any of  the 
work being done to remodel the space.



#7
Pocket Park

2631 West State Street

A big part of  the New State Development will be 
creating a pocket park on this vacant lot.  This space 
will be transformed into an outdoor venue that will 
be a critical step in the development of  the careers of  
emerging artists.  Young artists will be able to hone 
their performance skills here with the help of  The New 
State non-profit to set up and market free shows in this 
outdoor venue.  Today we have several local talents that 
are volunteering their time to provide entertainment for 
tour goers.   The music scene is always changing, and 
fostering the cutting edge raw talent of  today’s young 
people is foremost on The New State’s agenda.

Events:
10:00 am – 4:00 pm  Live Screen Painting
    Photo Booth
    Face Painting
    (and more)

11:00 am - 1215 pm   DJ
12:15 -- 12:25 pm  Intro 
12:30 -- 1:00 pm  Trinity G Performance
1:15 -- 1:45 pm  Golden Grenades 
    Performance

2:00 -- 2:30 pm   O.B.E (Water.Lo & Cam  
    Sky) Performance

2:45 -- 3:15 pm  TBD Performance/DJ 
3:30 -- 4:00 pm  Shaddye Performance
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#8
Gettelman Mansion

2929 West Highland Blvd
Bradley & Cassia Carter 

This German Renaissance Revival mansion, designed 
by Crane and Barkhausen, was built in 1901 for William 
Starke, proprietor of  the Lake Michigan Dredge and 
Dock Co.  Stark’s wife, Louisa, was a Manegold, and it 
seems likely that her parents were William and Mathilda 
Manegold, who lived nearby at 3009 W. Highland Blvd.
In 1919, two years prior to his death, Starke was also 
listed as vice president of  the Concordia Fire Insurance 
Co. and the Old Line Life Insurance Co. of  America.  
The Stark’s daughter, Louise, married Fred Gettelman, 
Jr of  the brewing family.  In 1906 Fred was assistant 
brewmaster and by 1926, he was secretary of  the 
Gettelman Brewing Company.  By 1923 the young 
couple had moved in with the widowed Mrs. Starke, and 
it’s believed they raised their family in the home until 
1933.  At that point the house became a Gamma Theta 
Pi Fraternity.  It became the home of  the Gettelman 
Law Office in the early 1990s. In 2018 it was purchased 
by Bradley & Cassia Carter who have turned it into a 
single-family home once again.

Of  note is the color of  the exterior brick, the cut 
stone and stone carvings, and the masonry arches at 
the side entrance.  This gracious structure was almost 
lost to fire in 2001.  The fire consumed the back half  
of  the roof  and much of  the second and third floors.  
City firefighters and neighbors worked tirelessly to 
salvage all that could be saved.  Fortunately the highly 
decorative areas of  the first floor were conserved and 
beautifully restored.

The Gettelman Brewing Company was purchased by 
the Miller Brewing Company in 1961.  



#9
 Manegold Mansion

3009 West Highland Blvd
Paul Vissers & Jennifer Blazekovic

Highland Boulevard was one of  the most exclusive 
streets in the city from about 1895 through 1915 
as wealthy Germans and Yankees moved west from 
downtown to the area around Concordia College.  In fact 
the area was so dominated by Germans that Highland 
Boulevard was nicknamed Sauerkraut Boulevard.

Among the prominent families on Highland was an 
enclave created by three members of  the Manegold 
family, who owned the Milwaukee-Waukesha Brewing 
Company, a flour and grain elevator business.  They 
also owned quarries and other enterprises.  William and 
Milhelda (may have been Mathilda) Manegold built this 
elegant Queen Anne Victorian, designed by Jacob Jacobi, 
in 1897.  The three-story 7,000 square foot residence 
has 17 rooms including a third floor ballroom.

By the early 1920s the neighborhood was transitioning 
and the empty mansions were converted to rooming 
houses, nursing homes, fraternity houses, or razed to 
make room for apartment buildings.  Despite later use 
as a nursing home and living quarters for Fathers of  
the Sacred Heart, the Manegold mansion survived with 
many of  its original appointments intact.

The current owners, Paul and Jennifer, have been 
working to lovingly restore the home’s exterior and 
gracious interior with plans to open as the Manegold 
Mansion Bed & Breakfast.

Events:
10:00 am – 4:00 pm Beer Tasting
   Brats and hotdogs for sale
11:00 am – 1:00 pm Music by the Nightinjails

#10
Gustav Pabst Mansion

  3030 West Highland Blvd
Main House:  Leverson Lucey & Metz Law Firm

Coach House: Kid-Tastic Child Care
Highland Blvd. became a showcase in the late 1890s with 
many mansions built by Milwaukee’s German-American 
elite.  This 1898 Elizabethan Revival / German Renaissance 
Revival mansion was designed by Ferry & Clas for Gustav 
Pabst, the son of  Captain Frederick Pabst.  Ferry & Clas 
also designed the Milwaukee Public Library on Wisconsin 
Avenue, St. John’s Cathedral on Jackson Street and the 
Frederick Pabst Mansion at 20th & Wisconsin.  
The home was reportedly a wedding present from Capt. 
Pabst, and for unknown reasons was titled only in the name of  
Gustav’s new wife, Hilda – a very uncommon arrangement at 
the time.  Gustav was elected President of  the Pabst Brewing 
Company after his father died in 1904.  The following year 
the family moved into newly built mansion on Terrace Ave. 
on Milwaukee’s East Side.  

In August 1905 the house was bought by Fred (“Fritz”) C. 
Pritzlaff, who was president of  the John Pritzlaff  Hardware 
Company.  It was the largest hardware company in Milwaukee 
and eventually became one of  the largest wholesale hardware 
dealers and iron supply houses in the Midwest.  

Pritzlaff  was the longest owner of  the property, occupying 
it for 46 years (during which entire time, his loyal chauffeur 
lived and raised a family in the upstairs of  the coach house).  
When Fritz Pritzlaff  died in 1951, he willed the house to 
the Lutheran Welfare Society of  Wisconsin.  In 1953 the 
Volunteers of  America of  Wisconsin took over and ran it as 
a “day nursery” for the children of  single working mothers.  
The original majestic front entrance was demolished in the 
early 1960’s to accommodate a classroom addition facing 
Highland, which disguises the 121-year-old mansion behind 
it.

In 1978, the property was purchased by three Balistrieri 
brothers, who for the next 20 years operated it as “Willowglen” 
– a residential treatment facility for autistic and emotionally 
disturbed children.  From 1998 to 2012, the property served 
as home to Highland Community School, which eventually 
outgrew the space and moved into a more traditional school 
building at 17th and Highland.  The current owner bought 
the property in August 2013.  It now houses a law office, a 
day-care center, and a yoga studio. 



#11
Frederick Pabst Jr. Mansion
3112 West Highland Blvd

Main house - Quorum Architects
Coach House - Cream City Construction
This mansion was built by Frederick (Fred) Pabst, 
Jr., the son of  Captain Pabst of  Pabst Brewing. One 
of  the first elegant homes completed on Highland 
Blvd., construction occurred between 1896 and 1898 
(architects Max Fernekes and Walter Dolliver). The 
home’s Classic Resurgence (or Neoclassical Revival) 
style was influenced by the 1893 World Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago where Pabst Beer won its blue 
ribbon.

The mansion is dominated by a handsome portico 
supported by four fluted Ionic columns each fashioned 
from a monolithic limestone block. The structure is 
constructed of  finely pointed yellow pressed brick, 
trimmed with cut and carved limestone, wrought iron 
and copper.

Pabst sold the mansion in 1919 to Thomas Neancy, 
another prominent businessman, whose family allowed 
the house to be used as the First Unity Center of  
Practical Christianity in the 1930s. In later years the 
home was converted to an 11-room boarding house 
before being sold to a professional association. In 1996 
restoration began to return it to a single family home by 
adding a kitchen and four bathrooms. Each floor of  the 
1948 addition was turned into an in-law suite, master 
suite and guest suite.

In 2001 the property was purchased by Cream City 
Properties, which converted the second floor of  the 
main building into studio space and continued the 
entry floor restoration; this building is now the offices 
of  Quorum Architects. The stables were completely 
renovated into the offices of  Cream City Construction, 
a firm specializing in rehabbing older homes. Retaining 
much of  the stable interior motif, the structure was 
carefully cleaned and mechanical systems upgraded. 
The thoughtful conversion means the last grand 
mansion on Highland Blvd. is flourishing well into its 
second century.

#12
  1016 North 29th Street

Janet Schlee

This Arts & Crafts, side-by-side mirror duplex, was 
built in 1899 for Mrs. M. Schmidt.  The home was 
designed by Frederick A. Graf  and constructed by 
Louis Schroeder.

In 1888, Graf  joined Milwaukee architect, James 
Douglas, as a draftsman and apprentice architect.  He 
opened his own office in 1892 and advertised himself  as 
a specialist in “fine residences.”  In 1898, Graf  won what 
would be the most important commission of  his career 
– the Ozaukee County Courthouse in Port Washington 
– which is a limestone-clad Richardsonian Romanesque 
Revival Style building still in use and listed on the 
National Register of  Historic Places.

Janet and Lare Schlee purchased the then derelict house 
from the City in 2001.  Their extensive renovations 
have resulted in a gracious one-family residence.  Some 
of  the interior and exterior architectural elements have 
been salvaged from other buildings before demolition.  
Look for the photos and signs around the house.

Among the restoration projects undertaken by the 
couple was raising the house on the south side.  It is 
believed the house had settled about 16” over the years.  
Also of  note is that the concrete in the side yard, and 
the downspouts on the south side of  the house, drain 
into an underground system that flows into a water 
garden in the lovingly tended yard.



Acknowledgments

Historic Concordia Neighbors, Inc. extends sincere 
gratitude to our 2019 Tour sponsors.

The Forest County Potawatomi Community 
Foundation, which personifies the rich 
history and beliefs of  the Potawatomi 
tribe, exists to fight poverty, promote 
economic opportunities, strengthen 
communities and provide an example of  
responsible citizenship. 
www.fcpotawatomifoundation.com

Quorum Architects, an Historic 
Concordia business, is a small group 
of  diverse professionals who apply 
their talents in planning, design, 
documentation and management to help 
clients build on their vision to create or 

renovate an ideal facility. The idea of  a quorum, or the 
right people for the project, is a working mantra which 
delivers impacting architectural and building design 
service.   www.QuorumArchitects.com

Cover art designed by Melissa Muller, Image Designer 
at Quorum Architects. Melissa also executed the design 
of  the postcard, brochure layout and photographs.

Tour de Force 360VR, an Historic 
Concordia business, is a producer of  
award winning 360° virtual tours and 
interactive panoramic images of  the 
highest quality, full screen and high 
resolution for hotels, resorts, tourism, 
architects, interior designers, campus visits, facility 
tours, advertising and more. 
www.tourdeforce360.com

Neighborhood House of  Milwaukee 
is a community center in the settlement 
house tradition. Highly regarded and 
award-winning programs serve infants 
and toddlers, school-age and teen 
youth, adults and families, refugees and 

immigrants.  www.neighborhoodhousemke.org

Special thanks to Greater Utopian Pentecostal 
Church for hosting this year’s tour!



Our Tour, the longest running home tour in Milwaukee, 
would not happen each year without hundreds of  volunteer 
hours from many Concordia neighbors. Our thanks to all 
who invested their energy and commitment in this Tour 
and all year long.

Tour Planning Committee

Co -Chairs            Paul Vissers, Andrew Parker
Homeowner Coordination   Paul Vissers, Andrew Parker
Volunteer Coordination       Cathy Friel-Dombeck
Marketing & 
Media Coverage           Paul Vissers
Post-tour Party           Jenny Nichols 
Brochure, Mailings 
& Signs                       Scott Witte
Cover Art, Postcard &  
Brochure Design           Melissa Muller
Writer             Eileen Hanley
Social Media                       Marie Parker
Silent Auction                      Andrew Parker
Cake & Pie Social          Kristi Westcott
Beer Tasting Tent          Rayvon Bufkin
Website & Paypal           Scott Witte
Fire Putter Outers           Jeremy Perri, Carolina Stark

Tour proceeds are used in diverse ways 
including:
• Recognizing the many charitable needs  
within Milwaukee’s near west side, we annually 
award the Historic Concordia Outreach Grant 
to a local nonprofit agency.
• Assisting in property restoration, we 
award grants to owner-occupied purchasers of  
blighted City-owned property.
• Enhancing the community through 
projects such as street signs and tulip plantings.
• Encouraging and supporting economic 
development of  the surrounding business 
corridors.

As you tour the homes today and talk to our 
homeowners and volunteers, you’ll soon 
understand why we are passionate about 
bringing the past to life in the Historic Concordia 
neighborhood.

HISTORIC 
CONCORDIA 

NEIGHBORS, INC.
PO Box 080096
Milwaukee, WI 
53208-8000

(414) 459-9375
www.HCNI.org

Mission:  Historic Concordia Neighbors, Inc. 
shall endeavor to promote the neighborhood 
through historic preservation, community 

involvement and neighborhood pride.




