


Concordia College, the source of our 
neighborhood name, published a catalog in 1893-
94 which described its campus as, “The grounds … are 
much admired by visitors on account of their singularly 
advantageous situation in a region abounding with elegant 
homes, fine private parks, and all facilities for rapid transit.” 
That description is still true today more than a century later. 
It’s just one of numerous reasons why our neighbors chose 
to “Live and Stay” and many are lucky that they “Live, 
Work and Stay.”

Our close proximity to major employers including 
MillerCoors, Harley-Davidson, Marquette University, 
Forest County Potawatomi, and many other businesses, 
such as Quorum Architects and Cream City Construction, 
make for a painless commute … some neighbors are 
even fortunate to walk to work. Those not working in the 
immediate neighborhood have quick access to downtown 
and the nearby freeway eases other commutes. Doesn’t that 
sound like “all facilities for rapid transit” as described in 
1894?

Concordia is blessed with a diverse housing stock that 
appeals to a wide variety of tastes and budgets. From grand 
Victorians to Arts & Crafts duplexes to humble working 
class cottages, we offer opportunities for homeownership 
that are the furthest thing from cookie cutter houses. Each 
style, in its own way, enhances the “region abounding with 
elegant homes” and is but one reason why so many choose 
to “Live and Stay” in Concordia.

The “fine private parks” of 1894 are reinterpreted in our urban 
neighborhood of today as streets bordered with large, fine 
trees and green lawns. During the spring, you will see tulips 
blooming everywhere – the result of a neighborhood project 
several years ago. Neighbors out walking – and you will see 
many walking on beautiful spring and summer evenings – 
admire the blooms of beautiful gardens showcasing the hard 
work and green thumbs of many talented neighbors.

But the greatest asset in Concordia, which is why so many 
“Live and Stay”, are the “freighbors.” Yes, you read that 
correctly. The term, as penned by one of our residents, 
beautifully describes the lasting friendships that have grown 
between many neighbors … and thus “freighbors.” The 

sense of community that thrives in the Historic Concordia 
Neighborhood is a “singularly advantageous situation” 
that the Concordia College dignitaries could not even have 
imagined in 1894.

As you walk through our neighborhood today, enjoy the 
beautiful homes and businesses, and talk with our residents, 
we think you’ll understand why “Live, Work and Stay” 
resonates within the Historic Concordia Neighborhood.



Amaranth Bakery
Advance Automotive Services

Barbiere’s Italian Inn
Bartolotta Restaurants
Black Shoe Hospitality
Bella Third Ward Café

ComedySportz
Cookies by Design
Crown Hardware
Discovery World
Ellipse Fitness

Fischberger Variety
Fred’s Drive In

Half Price Books
Harley-Davidson

Hector’s
Indian Summer

Italian Community Center
Kehr’s Candies
Lela Boutique

Luxembourg Gardens
Marquette University

Meritage
Mexican Fiesta

Milwaukee Admirals
Milwaukee Ale House / 

Milwaukee Brewing Company
Milwaukee Art Museum

Milwaukee Brewers
Milwaukee County Parks

Milwaukee Irish Fest

Silent Auction Donors
Be sure to stop, browse and bid on the great items in our 
Silent Auction held at the Gymnasium at the Forest County 
Potawatomi Wgema campus.  Winners will be announced 
at 4:30 pm today so stop in after you complete the Tour to 
make sure you haven’t been outbid on the items you want.

Our sincere gratitude to the businesses and organizations 
that have graciously donated items (donations received after 
this booklet was printed will be acknowledged at the Silent 
Auction).

Milwaukee Repertory Theater
Morgan Stanley 

My Yo My Frozen Yogurt
Neighborhood House

Neroli Spa
Pabst Mansion

Persian Rug Gallery
Present Music - Helene Zelazo Center for 

the Performing Arts 
Puhl’s True Value Hardware

Schuster Mansion Bed & Breakfast 
Sobelman’s Pub & Grill

Summerfest
Sunset Playhouse

Urban Ecology Center
Wisconsin Community Services

Yo Mama



Schedule of Events

at the gymnasium on the
wgema campus: 900 North 33rd street

10:30 am Ticket Sales Begin
  Silent Auction Opens
  Cake & Pie Social Opens 
  (beverages & home baked goodies)

12:00 pm- Wauwatosa East/Milwaukee High   
3:00pm  School of the Arts Orchestral Performance
  Wgema Campus Gymnasium
  900 North 33rd street :
  Location of Ticket Sales, 
  Silent Auction 
  and Cake & Pie Social

4:30 pm Silent Auction Closes 
  (auction winners may pick up items)

5:00 pm Tour Ends

Around the Neighborhood

11:00 am Homes open for Tour

11:00 am –  Shuttle vans available on Tour route
5:00 pm  (route is reflected on the map)

Noon –  Beer Tasting Tent provided by 
4:00 pm MillerCoors at #14 on the map
  3112 West Highland Blvd
 
12:00 pm- Wauwatosa East/Milwaukee High   
3:00pm  School of the Arts Orchestral Performance
  At various tour sites

1:00 pm - Peter Lee and Karen Levy, 
3:00 pm Concordia neighbors, musical    
  entertainment at the beer tent

5:00 pm Tour Ends

Tour Start: Wgema Gymnasium  
900 North 33rd street

Concordia College, founded in 1881, was at one time a 
preparatory school for Lutheran (Missouri Synod) ministers. 
In 1882, the College purchased land, between 31st and 33rd 
Streets and State Street to Highland Boulevard, and began 
building a campus. After Concordia relocated to Mequon 
in 1983, the Forest County Potawatomi (FCP) took the 11-
acre campus into trust and in 1990 leased the buildings to 
the Indian Community School for 20 years. The FCP took 
back control of the property in early 2011 and are in the 
midst of a planned $90 million redevelopment of the former 
Concordia campus that will continue over the next five 
years. Since several Potawatomi villages were located in the 
Concordia area prior to the 1830s, as the current campus is 
being transformed, FCP honored it with a new name -- the 
Wgema Campus.

The Wgema Campus holds six historic buildings from 
the Concordia years. The Gymnasium, which is slated for 
renovation, is and will continue to be utilized by tenants 
on the Wgema Campus, such as for gym classes by 
Woodlands East. We are using the Gymnasium today for 
the Home Tour ticket sales, the Cake & Pie Social, and the 
Silent Auction. You will be touring two floors of the newly 
renovated Bgemagen Building today, which was originally 
the old Wunder Hall dormitory. You will also be touring 
the Woodlands School, which is in the 65-year-old former 
Pritzlaff Hall dormitory (believed to be named after a 
member of the Pritzlaff Hardware family). Other buildings 
on the campus include the 114-year-old Albrecht Hall, the 
Rincker Library building (attached to Albrecht Hall) which 
will eventually be used for office space, and the Refectory 
(the original Concordia College dining hall where students 
ate family style).



#2  
920 North 34th street

Mark Natwick & Vicki Trone-Natwick

Built in 1906 by George Shley and Sons, this Craftsman style home 
was designed by noted architect Charles J. Keller.  The original owners, 
Charles C. Champeny and his wife, owned the Champeny Creamery 
Company with several locations throughout Milwaukee.

In 1920, a year before he became Chief of Police, Jacob G. 
Laubenheimer and his wife, Katherine, moved into this residence.  
They would live in this home, near Mayor Daniel Hoan’s residence, 
throughout Jacob’s tenure as Chief of Police, which ended with his 
death in 1936.

The house retains most of its original quarter sawn oak woodwork, 
including the master staircase, paneling, and built-in china cabinets.  
The current owners, Mark and Vicki, purchased the home in 1996 and 
with great care have worked to restore it to its original splendor.

Vintage light fixtures grace the reception area, parlor and dining 
room.  Period wallpaper from Bradbury and Bradbury Art Wallpapers 
has been used in several of the rooms, and the owners have returned 
stained glass to several of the home’s windows.

#3 Manderley Bed & Breakfast  
3026 West Wells street
Andrew & Marie Parker

Often described as the quintessential Queen Anne, this elegant 1886 
home was designed by Charles Ringer for David and Adda Howie.  
David was a high profile coal merchant, and Adda was a published 
author.  She went on to become a world-famous innovator in dairy 
farming techniques and was instrumental in Wisconsin becoming 
known as the Dairy State.  The home, listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places for its outstanding architectural significance, is a 
favorite among our tour goers for obvious reasons.

After World War II, the home became a rooming house, as did so 
many others in the neighborhood.  The neighborhood and surrounding 
area was vibrant at this time, with two universities and seven hospitals.  
Unlike so many other large homes in the area, this mansion survived 
because it adapted to the changing needs of the community.  But in 
1978, new owners unfortunately sold off all of the Victorian details 
that made this “Painted Lady” beautiful.  The house was made into 12 
units that shared two bathrooms and operated in this manner until the 
owner lost his rooming house license in 1990.  Facing the wrecking 
ball, it sat boarded and vacant for three years.

Purchased in 1993, Andrew and Marie (and their now grown sons 
Maxwell and Grayson) worked for seven years to restore the eight-
bedroom home.  Artful details are evident throughout in the hand-
painted rooms and stained glass windows, which were designed and 
created specifically for their location by Andrew.  Open since 2000 as 
Manderley Bed & Breakfast, Andrew and Marie welcome guests with 
distinctive warmth and graciousness to this magnificent home.

Be sure to stop in the beautifully landscaped yard to greet the “girls” 
in the chicken coop “Taj Mahal.”  No doubt you will have never seen 
a finer coop!

www.bedandbreakfastmilwaukee.com
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#4  
931 North 33rd street

Marc & Jessica Benzakein

The architect for this 1897 Colonial Revival style duplex 
was John Roth, Jr.  As seen in this house, Roth’s trademark 
residential designs generally had strong ornamental 
exteriors and grand entrances. The house still retains much 
of the original natural woodwork, hardwood floors and four 
decorative (non-functioning) fireplaces.  Meyer Bros. was 
the builder, and the original owner may have been C. H. 
Strong.

Since purchasing the home in 2013, Marc and Jessica have 
converted the duplex into a single family home. The just 
completed attic conversion gives the family over 6,500 sq. 
feet of living space with 11 bedrooms and 4 bathrooms. 
They wanted as much space as possible because their family 
of four has grown to a family of seven since moving here 
(they have guardianship of 3 boys), and Marc and Jessica 
are in the process of being certified as “foster-to-adopt” for 
another sibling group or two through Children’s Hospital.

In addition to the attic conversion, Marc and Jessica have 
replaced all the old knob and tube wiring, reroofed, added 
central air, updated the furnaces, and replaced all the 
windows. They’ve redone the kitchen, replaced the upstairs 
kitchen with a laundry room, and replaced the old one-car 
garage with a two-car garage that features a flat roof for 
entertaining. They’ve also repainted the exterior. Throughout 
the renovations, their goal has been, as much as possible, to 
sensitively blend the changes and additions as if all were 
part of the original house.

#5  
943 North 33rd street

Karen Smith & Don Haack   

Fred Graf, one of the most successful and popular architects in 
Milwaukee, designed this Queen Anne in 1896.  Formerly with the 
widely known Milwaukee Architect James Douglas, Graf began 
his own practice in 1891.  In addition to designing single family 
homes, Graf’s legacy in Milwaukee includes flats, double stores, 
office buildings, churches and several other homes in the Concordia 
Neighborhood.  Graf built this home for Jake Widmeyer, a local 
blacksmith and owner of a buggy spring shop, who lived here until his 
death in the 1940s.

The interior of the house underwent major remodeling in the 1920s.  
Results can be seen in the large living room, which boasts a uniquely 
tiled fireplace made by Claycraft Potteries of Los Angeles.  This 
inspired the current owners to furnish this room in the Arts and Crafts 
style.  Note the vintage lighting in the room as well as the Mission 
style lamps made by the owner.

Many features make this home special.  Hard oak and butternut 
woodwork can be found throughout the first floor, vintage lighting 
fixtures grace the foyer and dining room, and a beautiful example of 
lincrusta ascends the wall of the open staircase to the second floor.

Karen Smith and Don Haack, current and retired members of the 
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, have painstakingingly researched 
and collected artifacts original to the home from the Widmeyer family.  
Don’t miss the original etching over the fireplace and other Widmeyer 
items as you tour this gracious home.



#6a Select Milwaukee  
3215 West State Street

Suite 200

Select Milwaukee relocated their offices in 2013 into the newly 
renovated and renamed Bgemagen Building on the Forest County 
Potawatomi Wgema campus.

Select Milwaukee’s mission is to help people achieve and maintain 
homeownership. Over just the past five years, they have helped over 
8,000 individuals and families achieve, preserve and sustain the dream 
of homeownership. Their certified Homeownership Specialists have 
helped nearly 1,200 new home buyers. Together with their Rehab 
Specialists, Select Milwaukee has assisted many of these customers 
with a home purchase combined with rehab and green energy efficient 
improvements. Their Preservation Specialists helped over 400 
customers save their homes from imminent foreclosure. The work 
of Select Milwaukee has created and/or sustained over 280 jobs and 
generated nearly $40 million in total economic impact on Milwaukee.
In addition to all of their other achievements, Select Milwaukee 
has also earned a national reputation for its Employer Assisted 
Homeownership (EAH) benefit program. Through EAH, employers 
establish a homeownership fringe benefit for their workers, including 
Select Milwaukee home buying services and resources, and often 
employer-provided downpayment and closing cost assistance.

One of the many reasons Select Milwaukee chose to relocate to 
Concordia is its easily accessible location, which is an attribute that 
our neighborhood residents also value.  HCNI is pleased that Select 
Milwaukee chose the Concordia neighborhood for their office 
relocation. Their addition to our neighborhood enhances HCNI’s home 
and family-focused environment and strengthens our community. We 
think you will enjoy touring their offices in this beautifully renovated 
office building.

www.selectmilwaukee.org

#6b Potawatomi Business Development 
Corporation & Greenfire Management Services

3215 West State Street, Suite 300

The Forest County Potawatomi (FCP) began a $90 million strategic 
redevelopment of its Wgema campus in 2011 with renovations of 
the historic Wunder Hall dormitory on the former Concordia College 
campus. A 1925 issue of Concordia’s The White and Blue reported 
that the building was to be named after “the sainted Doctor H. Wunder 
of Chicago, who was largely instrumental in the location of the second 
Concordia at Milwaukee.” The ground breaking occurred in June 
1924, and the building was dedicated in April 1925. The White and 
Blue went on to report, “Three stories in height, of red brick trimmed 
with Bedford rock, the exterior presents a pleasing appearance. Within 
there are living rooms for approximately one hundred students, four 
to each pair of rooms. In addition it contains the President’s suite, 
consisting of an ante-room and an office, also a committee room, 
a reception room, and a room each for two assistant professors. In 
the basement a spacious stationery replaces the “hole-in-the-wall” in 
the “Old Building” that was previously occupied by this important 
institution. In the basement there is also a recreation room for the 
students as well as a trunk-room. Sanitary arrangements are on every 
floor. The ringing and lighting system in the building is provided with 
both manual and automatic controls. Corridor floors and staircases are 
of terrazzo, while rooms are of cement plaster, with the woodwork 
finished in dark oak.”

Upon completion of the historically appropriate renovations in 2013, 
the building was renamed the Bgemagen Building.

Construction of Wunder Dormitory completed 1925
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The Potawatomi Business Development Company (PBDC) is the 
economic development unit for the FCP. Greenfire Management 
Services, a subsidiary of PBDC, is a commercial construction 
management and owner representation company. Greenfire managed 
the construction of the recently completed Paper Box Lofts on 
Pierce Street, and are currently managing the Echelon at Innovation 
Campus and Beaumont Place projects for Mandel Group. Beyond the 
renovation of the Bgemagen Building, which you are touring today, 
other evidence of the ongoing transformation on the now 14-acre 
campus include:
• New $36 million data center (on the north side of State Street) is 

the region’s largest secure, scalable and fail-safe wholesale data 
center for single or multi-tenant use (www.dataholdings.com).

• A parking lot just completed between State Street and Highland 
Blvd. to accommodate tenant parking in the campus complex 
(replacing the dilapidated and historically insignificant 
Havenwood Nursing Home).

• All properties on 33rd Street between State and Highland were 
purchased and renovated, including the “Havenwood House”, 
which is also on the tour today.

The FCP’s redevelopment of the campus brings enormous support to 
HCNI’s ongoing revitalization work within the neighborhood. PBDC 
and Greenfire opening their offices for tour, which occupy the entire 
third floor of the beautifully renovated Bgemagen Building, is just one 
small sign of FCP’s commitment to the Concordia Neighborhood.

Students in Wunder Dormitory Living Room circa 1955

#7 Woodlands School, Inc.  
3121 West State Street

  

The State Street Campus of Woodlands School, Inc. is in the former 
Pritzlaff Building of the original Concordia College, originally 
founded in 1881.  Now part of the Forest County Potawatomi campus, 
the building was recently renovated and renamed, in the Potawatomi 
language, the Nengos Building.  Woodlands School, Inc. opened the 
State Street Campus in 2013 and is currently enrolling K4 through 4th 
graders at this campus.

Woodlands School, Inc., which has been continuously ranked as 
a school that “exceeds expectations” by the Wisconsin Department 
of Public Instruction, has a multi-cultural environment that prepares 
students for lifelong learning in a rapidly changing society.  The core 
values of respect, caring, trustworthiness, citizenship, responsibility 
and creativity are woven into everything they do.  This is exemplified 
by the fact that in 2014 they were one of only three charter schools 
nationwide to be named a National School of Character.  Woodlands 
offers the best of what an urban education can be.

We are pleased that Woodlands School, Inc. has chosen Historic 
Concordia for their second campus.  Their addition to our neighborhood 
enhances Concordia’s family-focused environment, and we are pleased 
that they are opening their doors for tours and activities for children.



#8  
3002 West State Street
Patrick Kennelly & Emmey Malloy 

Much of this large Craftsman remains in its original condition 
and features many Christian elements in its woodwork 
and stained glass windows. Designed by Robert Messmer, 
of Henry Messmer and Son, the Arts & Crafts house was 
built in 1907 for Frank Meyers, a prominent Milwaukee 
businessman and his wife, Mathilda. The builder was G.E.M. 
Witte, and G. Danischefsky was the mason.

In addition to its many residential designs, the Messmer firm 
also designed numerous large projects such as churches, 
hospitals, breweries, and malting plants, and may have also 
designed a building for Concordia College. The firm became 
Robert A. Messmer & Brother in 1910. A notation in the 
1922 History of Milwaukee states of Robert Messmer, “That 
he possesses artistic taste is manifest in his business and his 
skill as an architect has done much toward designing and 
beautifying the city.”

This charming house has been home to only five families 
over the last 100 plus years, with the exception of the 1950s 
when it was Dr. Herbert Beam’s medical office.

Patrick and Emmey, the current owners, purchased the 
home in 2013. Both were attracted to the Concordia 
community because of its proximity to downtown, close 
knit neighbors, and the option to walk to work. Since their 
purchase, Emmey and Pat worked with Orta Construction, 
Giombi Construction, and Common Advantage to restore 
the house to its grandeur including repairing the foundation, 
adding period appropriate fixtures, replacing the porch, and 
converting the third floor to an in-law suite.

#9  
2932 West State Street

Chris & Jennifer Mandel 

Built for Frank C. Hemsing, this high-end Arts & Crafts 
duplex was constructed in 1910 along the route of the 
original Watertown Plank Road. The building was converted 
to a triplex, with one unit downstairs and two upstairs, in the 
middle of the last century.

A massive renovation ensued in 2005 when the triplex was 
converted into a single family home. After upgrading all 
the mechanicals, tearing down old walls, and building new 
walls, virtually every inch of the house has been redone.

Can you picture yourself in this lovingly restored treasure? 
This home would be ideal for someone to “Live, Work and 
Stay” from one of the surrounding major employers on the 
west side. Features include gorgeous natural woodwork and 
hardwood floors, remodeled Chef’s kitchen and an upstairs 
laundry perfect for an active household. A rare first floor 
family room is perfect for gatherings and the gorgeous 
dining room will steal your heart along with the oversized 
master suite with fireplace. The home is currently listed by 
First Weber Group.



#10 
2928 West State Street
Allyson Nemec & Todd Badovski  

The prominent and prolific architect, Herman W. Buemming, 
designed this home in 1907 for the Closterman family.  City 
records indicate the house was completed in 1910, but it 
is unclear whether the Closterman family ever occupied 
the residence.  Buemming, who graduated from Columbia 
University Architectural School in New York City, met his 
future business partner, Gustave Dick, when they both worked 
for architect George C. Post.  Starting their own practice in 
Milwaukee in 1896, Buemming and Dick’s designs over the 
next 11 years include the former Century Hall on Farwell 
near North Avenue and the Otto Pietsch Building at 826 N. 
Plankinton.  This home, a Prairie four-square design, is a 
variation on a plan and massing used by the architects in 
similar homes on the east and near west sides of Milwaukee.  
After breaking up the partnership, Buemming continued to 
design in two more partnerships and independently until his 
eventual retirement in 1943.

The house was turned into a fraternity house in the 1970s.  
The current owners, Todd and Allyson, purchased the house 
from the Marquette Dental Fraternity’s national organization 
in 2003.  Thankfully the craftsman detailing of the open 
stairs, the stained glass windows and the fireplaces survived 
the fraternal years.  Todd and Allyson have extensively 
renovated the house, featuring new bathrooms, a modern 
Craftsman-inspired kitchen, and restoration of the dining 
room wainscot.  One of their favorite features of the home 
are the two large fireplaces where they like to hang out, 
listen to music, read and help their two sons with homework.

Todd and Allyson embody this year’s theme of Live, Work 
and Stay.  Cream City Construction and Quorum Architects, 
their respective businesses, are located at 3112 West 
Highland Ave, in the coach house and the main house.

#11  
2734 West State Street

Gabriela Leija & Evan Goyke 

This 1894 Queen Anne home was designed by well-known architects, 
Crane & Barkhausen, who designed many fashionable residences, 
commercial buildings and churches in Milwaukee at the turn of the 
century including the Schuster Mansion at 3209 West Wells St. The 
home was built by Guetzkow Bros. Co. for Emil (wife is believed to 
be Sophie) Claussen.

Claussen was a principal at Woller and Claussen. An 1892 patent for 
a table has been found filed by Claussen and his partner, Frank Ernst 
Woller along with Edwin Hinkell. Record has also been found of the 
formation of the Milwaukee Table Company on February 1981 by 
incorporators Hinkell, Woller, and Clausen with $20,000 of capital 
stock issued. The common thread is tables, but more research is needed 
to determine what the company did.

Sometime in the last century the home was converted into a 10-unit 
rooming house. Each bedroom had its own gas range and doorbell, and 
the doorbells still work! The home was restored in the early 2000s to a 
single family home with 8 bedrooms. In 2006 the house was sold, but 
subsequently lost to foreclosure and abandoned in 2009.

Evan and Gaby purchased the house in March of 2011. Their first task 
was to shovel snow -- out of the kitchen! The back door had rotted 
and snow drifts had piled up inside. Since then they’ve replaced some 
plumbing and electrical, and of course fixed the back door! The house 
may be under construction on Tour Day as they embark on the first 
exterior project to fix the chimney, porch, siding and paint the house.

Evan recently said “We love Concordia! Gaby works downtown at the 
courthouse and has a five minute commute. I travel a lot for work and 
find Concordia conveniently located. We love our neighbors and have 
enjoyed watching our block grow as new owners have moved in. We 
recently decided that we will call Concordia home for a long time!”



#12
1039 North 29th Street

First Floor - Ken Karr
Second Floor - Jeff Jordan & Maria Costello

Built in 1904 for the declared cost of $15,000, this house was designed 
by noted Milwaukee architect Fred Graf, who designed many other 
homes on Milwaukee’s east side along with the Ozaukee County 
Courthouse in Port Washington.

The original owners were Solomon and Fanny Benesch who lived here 
with their two children and a live-in servant.  Solomon along with his 
brother, Ignatz, owned the Benesch Brothers Scrap Iron Company of 
Milwaukee (Ignatz and his family lived just two blocks away at 2802 
W McKinley Blvd in a house which is bears a strong resemblance to 
this house).

Following Solomon’s death in 1911, the family continued to live 
here until 1918 when Fanny and her son moved to Milwaukee’s east 
side.  This sale marked the beginning of a prolonged decline of the 
property.  In the succeeding decades, the house suffered a multitude 
of indignities including insensitive remodeling (or remuddling as 
some would call it), as a string of conversions took place turning the 
house from a single family home, to a duplex, triplex, group home 
for boys, triplex, and back to a duplex.  Many of these conversions 
resulted in original staircases, woodwork, and interior/exterior walls 
being removed or damaged.  Adding insult to injury, the house has also 
suffered two major fires, most recently in September 1999 when it was 
struck by lightning.

The current owner, Ken Karr, bought the house at a HUD auction in 
1997.  It has assumed the role as his 110 year old mistress - grey, 
sagging, wrinkled, and demanding of both his time and money.  Being 
a labor of love, he continues restoration work on the house to reverse 
the ravages of age and neglect.

The second floor rental unit is open for tour along with portions of the 
first floor.  Although not immediately apparent, no room on the second 
floor remains in its original condition or avoided alteration.  Among 
the many changes,, the living room was a originally a bedroom, the 
sitting area now covers where the home’s master staircase was, and the 
kitchen was previously a sewing room.

#13  Gettleman Mansion

2929 West Highland Blvd
Gettleman Law Office

This German Renaissance Revival mansion, designed by Crane and 
Barkhausen, was built in 1901 for William Starke, proprietor of the 
Lake Michigan Dredge and Dock Co.  Stark’s wife, Louisa, was a 
Manegold, and it seems likely that her parents were William and 
Mathilda Manegold, who lived nearby at 3015 W. Highland Blvd.

In 1919, two years prior to his death, Starke was also listed as vice 
president of the Concordia Fire Insurance Co. and the Old Line Life 
Insurance Co. of America.  The Stark’s daughter, Louise, married 
Fred Gettelman, Jr of the brewing family.  In 1906 Fred was assistant 
brewmaster and by 1926, he was secretary of the Gettelman Brewing 
Company.  By 1923 the young couple had moved in with the widowed 
Mrs. Starke, and it’s believed they raised their family in the home until 
1933.  At that point the house became a Gamma Theta Pi Fraternity.  It 
has been the home of the Gettelman Law Office since the early 1990s.
Of note is the color of the exterior brick, the cut stone and stone 
carvings, and the masonry arches at the side entrance.  This gracious 
structure was almost lost to fire in 2001.  The fire consumed the 
back half of the roof and much of the second and third floors.  City 
firefighters and neighbors worked tirelessly to salvage all that could be 
saved.  Fortunately the highly decorative areas of the first floor were 
conserved and beautifully restored.

The Gettelman Brewing Company was purchased by the Miller 
Brewing Company in 1961.  Don’t miss the collection of Gettelman 
Beer memorabilia in the mansion.



#14  Quorum Architects & 
Cream City Construction

3112 West Highland Blvd
 Allyson Nemec & Todd Badovski

This mansion was built by Frederick (Fred) Pabst, Jr., the 
son of Captain Pabst of Pabst Brewing. One of the first 
elegant homes completed on Highland Blvd., construction 
occurred between 1896 and 1898 (architects Max Fernekes 
and Walter Dolliver). The home’s Classic Resurgence (or 
Neoclassical Revival) style was influenced by the 1893 
World Columbian Exposition in Chicago where Pabst Beer 
won its blue ribbon.

The mansion is dominated by a handsome portico supported 
by four fluted Ionic columns each fashioned from a 
monolithic limestone block. The structure is constructed of 
finely pointed yellow pressed brick, trimmed with cut and 
carved limestone, wrought iron and copper.

Pabst sold the mansion in 1919 to Thomas Neancy, another 
prominent businessman, whose family allowed the house to 
be used as the First Unity Center of Practical Christianity 
in the 1930s. In later years the home was converted to an 
11-room boarding house before being sold to a professional 
association. In 1996 restoration began to return it to a single 
family home by adding a kitchen and four bathrooms. Each 
floor of the 1948 addition was turned into an in-law suite, 
master suite and guest suite.

In 2001 the property was purchased by Cream City 
Properties, which converted the second floor of the main 
building into studio space and continued the entry floor 
restoration; this building is now the offices of Quorum 
Architects. The stables were completely renovated into the 
offices of Cream City Construction, a firm specializing in 
rehabbing older homes. Retaining much of the stable interior 
motif, the structure was carefully cleaned and mechanical 
systems upgraded. The thoughtful conversion means the last 
grand mansion on Highland Blvd. is flourishing well into its 
second century.

#15 Havenwood House  
3301 West State Street

Built in 1926, the architect, Alexander Chadbourne Eschweiler, 
designed a Mediterranean Revival style house for Oscar F. Zinn. 
The tile roof is a distinguishing characteristic of this design style 
popular during the 1920-1930s.  The style, which was well utilized in 
Florida, is a bit of an architectural anomaly in the Historic Concordia 
Neighborhood.

Eschweiler built both homes and commercial buildings. Some of his 
better known buildings which have survived include the John Mariner 
Building (now the Hotel Metro on Mason) and the Charles Allis House 
(now the Charles Allis Art Museum on Prospect). He also designed 
Milwaukee’s quirky pagoda filling stations, just a few of which remain.

Oscar Zinn, the original owner, may have been a descendant of 
Adolph Zinn, the malt tycoon who in 1892 built a massive limestone 
house on Highland Blvd. (torn down many years later for an apartment 
building). There are several instances within Concordia of multiple 
generations of family living within a short distance of each other so the 
Zinn family connection may be applicable.

For many years the house served as the administrative offices for 
Havenwood Nursing Center, which was located on the lot of land 
to the immediate west that is now parking. As part of the Wgema 
Campus, the house is now used for community meeting space, satellite 
offices for Forest County Potawatomi government departments and a 
substation for Milwaukee Police Department District Three.
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